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1
AUTOMATIC DOOR SENSOR DEVICE

CROSS REFERENCE TO THE RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is based on and claims Convention prior-
ity to Japanese patent application No. 2013-177889, filed
Aug. 29, 2013, the entire disclosure of which is herein incor-
porated by reference as a part of this application.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to an automatic door sensor
device that detects an object to control opening and closing of
a door.

2. Description of Related Art

In general, a microwave sensor is often used for detecting
the entry of an object such as a human body into a detection
area. As a result of this detection, an automatic door is opened.
In order to ensure the safety of an area on the track of the door
or on the path of movement of the door, an infrared sensor is
used to detect an object in a doorway area which includes at
least a portion of the area defined by the path of the door, and
the door is kept open until the object leaves the doorway area.

In the automatic door sensor device, the microwave sensor
may erroneously recognize the closing door as a moving
object in the case that the detection area of the microwave
sensor overlaps with the area on the track of the door. In order
to prevent the object from being jammed in the door, the
automatic door sensor device tries to open the door even
though no object is present in the area on the track of the door
because the closing door has been detected as an object. For
the purpose of preventing such a malfunction, the detection
area of the microwave sensor is usually defined so as not to
overlap with the area on the track of the door (e.g., see Japa-
nese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 2004-
239755).

However, the detection area of the microwave sensor, or in
other words, the limit within which an object can be detected
by the microwave sensor cannot be readily perceived. For this
reason, the detection direction of the microwave sensor is set
outward away from the area on the track of the door in order
to ensure that the detection area of the microwave sensor will
not overlap with the area on the track of the door.

On the other hand, a microwave sensor that uses the Dop-
pler effect and an infrared sensor employ different object
detection techniques, and therefore, only one of these sensors
may be able to detect an object in some circumstances. For
this reason, it is desirable that the detection area of the micro-
wave sensor is close to or overlaps with the doorway area, and
consequently overlaps with the detection area of the infrared
sensor, which covers the area in the vicinity of the doorway or
the area vertically above the track of the door. Accordingly, it
is desirable not only to prevent erroneous detection while the
door is transitioning from an open position to a closed posi-
tion, but also to make these detection areas overlap.

Further, in the event that a transom that supports the door
sways while the door is transitioning from an open position to
a closed position, the infrared sensor mounted on the transom
may malfunction and the automatic door sensor device may
try to open the door in order to prevent an object from being
jammed in the door, even though there is no object in the area.
Ifthe infrared sensor is configured in terms of preventing this
malfunction, the infrared sensor would fail to detect an object
in a normal detection operation.
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Therefore, an object of the present invention is to provide
an automatic door sensor device capable of preventing erro-
neous detection of the door transitioning from an open posi-
tion to a closed position as an object by temporality changing
the detection area.

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION

In order to achieve the above object, an automatic door
sensor device according to one aspect of the present invention
is an automatic door sensor device that is supported by a
support member and detects an object to control opening and
closing of a door, including: a doorway area sensor that
detects the presence of an object in a doorway area which
includes at least a portion of an area defined by the path of the
door; a detector that detects the presence and/or the move-
ment of an object in a changeable detection area; and a detec-
tion area changer that changes the detection area when it is
determined, by using the doorway area sensor, that the door is
transitioning from an open position to a closed position.

According to this configuration, it is possible, by changing
the detection area, to prevent erroneous detection of the
movement of the door and erroneous detection resulting, for
example, from the swaying of the support member on which
the door is mounted. In particular, erroneous detection is
prevented by temporarily changing the detection area while
the door is transitioning from an open position to a closed
position, whereas the detection area is normally defined so as
not to fail to detect an object.

Here, the term “detection area” refers to the area within
which the detector is able to determine that an object is
present when detecting the presence of the object, or refers to
the area within which the detector is able to determine that an
object is moving when detecting the movement of the object.

The term “change of the detection area” encompasses not
only the change of the range of the detection area, but also the
change of the detection sensitivity in the detection area.

In a preferred embodiment, the detector may include a
moving object sensor that detects the movement of an object
in a moving object detection area, and the detection area
changer includes a moving object detection area changer that
changes the moving object detection area from a first moving
object detection area to a second moving object detection area
that is different from the first moving object detection area
when it is detected that the door is transitioning from the open
position to the closed position. The first moving object detec-
tion area is allowed to be defined so as to overlap with the area
on the track of the door. The second moving object detection
area is defined so as not to overlap with the area on the track
of the door.

According to this configuration, the first moving object
detection area serving as the normal detection area is allowed
to be set to a range including the area on the track of the door,
and it is therefore not necessary to set the detection direction
of the moving object sensor outward away from the area on
the track of the door. Accordingly, the moving object detec-
tion area can be overlapped with the area on the track of the
door, thus improving the reliability of detection especially
when different detection methods are used for the moving
object sensor and the doorway area sensor. On the other hand,
when it is determined, by using the doorway area sensor, that
the door is transitioning from an open position to a closed
position, the moving object detection area is changed so as to
be changed to the second moving object detection area. Since
the second moving object detection area does not overlap
with the area on the track of the door, it is possible to avoid
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erroneously detecting the door that is transitioning from an
open position to a closed position as the movement of an
object.

According to a further preferred embodiment, the moving
object sensor may include a moving object detection deter-
miner that compares a magnitude of a detection signal with a
changeable detection signal threshold, and determines the
movement of an object in the moving object detection area if
the magnitude of the detection signal exceeds the changeable
detection signal threshold. The moving object detection area
of the moving object sensor is dependent on the changeable
detection signal threshold. Further, the moving object detec-
tion area changer may change the moving object detection
area from the first moving object detection area to the second
moving object detection area by switching the changeable
detection signal threshold from a first detection signal thresh-
old to a second detection signal threshold that is greater than
the first detection signal threshold.

Since the moving object detection area of the moving
object sensor is changed by only changing the threshold of the
detection signal, the moving object detection area can be
switched by a simple process.

According to a further preferred embodiment, the moving
object sensor further includes: an emitter that emits a radia-
tion wave; a receiver that receives a reflected wave from the
object irradiated with the radiation wave emitted by the emit-
ter; and a detection signal obtainer that obtains the detection
signal from the radiation wave emitted by the emitter and the
reflected wave received by the receiver.

Preferably, the moving object sensor may include a micro-
wave sensor that uses Doppler effect.

The detector may include an object detection sensor that
detects the presence of an object in an object detection area.
The object detection sensor is mounted on the support mem-
ber. The detection area changer may include an object detec-
tion sensor sensitivity changer that changes the detection area
by decreasing a detection sensitivity of the object detection
sensor when it is determined that the door is transitioning
from the open position to the closed position.

According to this configuration, even if the support mem-
ber of the door sways while the door is transitioning from an
open position to a closed position, it is possible to prevent
erroneous detection resulting from that swaying.

Preferably, the object detection sensor may include an
infrared sensor. The object detection area is defined in the
vicinity of the door.

According to a preferred embodiment, when a predeter-
mined period has elapsed after the detection area is changed
upon determination that the door is transitioning from the
open position to the closed position, the detection area
changer returns the changeable detection area to the detection
area before the change. According to this configuration the
detection area is changed temporarily, and thus reliable detec-
tion can be performed in a normal state.

Preferably, the predetermined period is a time during
which the door transitions from an open position to a closed
position.

Preferably, the detection that the door is transitioning from
the open position to the closed position is performed by the
doorway area sensor detecting the presence of an object in the
doorway area after a predetermined condition has occurred.
An object detected in the doorway area is highly likely to be
the door if a predetermined condition has occurred before the
detection. Accordingly, it is possible to reliably recognize that
the door is transitioning from an open position to a closed
position. In other words, an object in the doorway area is
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recognized as the door only after a condition that occurs
before the door transitions from an open position to a closed
position has occurred.

More preferably, the predetermined condition may be a
condition where the detector and the doorway area sensor
detect no object. This condition necessarily occurs before the
door transitions from an open position to a closed position
because a condition where none of the sensors detect an
object occurs immediately before the door transitions from an
open position to a closed position after a human body or the
like passes through the door. Accordingly, if an object is
detected in the doorway area after this condition has occurred,
it is possible to reliably determine that the door is transition-
ing from an open position to a closed position.

Any combination of at least two feature, disclosed in the
appended claims and/or the specification and/or the accom-
panying drawings should be construed as included within the
scope of the present invention. In particular, any combination
of two or more of the appended claims should be equally
construed as included within the scope of the present inven-
tion.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In any event, the present invention will become more
clearly understood from the following description of pre-
ferred embodiments thereof, when taken in conjunction with
the accompanying drawings. However, the embodiments and
the drawings are given only for the purpose of illustration and
explanation, and are not to be taken as limiting the scope of
the present invention in any way whatsoever, which scope is
to be determined by the appended claims. In the accompany-
ing drawings, like reference numerals are used to denote like
parts throughout the several views, and:

FIG. 1is aschematic perspective view of an automatic door
sensor devices according to first and second embodiments of
the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a side view showing the automatic door sensor
device in FIG. 1 and detection areas thereof;

FIG. 3 is a schematic block diagram of the automatic door
sensor device according to the first embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 4 is a side view showing the automatic door sensor
device in FIG. 1 and detection areas of an activation sensor
thereof in different directions;

FIG. 5 is a side view showing the automatic door sensor
device in FIG. 1 and first and second activation detection
areas of the activation sensor thereof;

FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of the auto-
matic door sensor device in FIG. 3;

FIG. 7 is a schematic block diagram of the automatic door
sensor device according to the second embodiment of the
present invention; and

FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of the auto-
matic door sensor device in FIG. 7.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, an automatic door sensor device according to
a first embodiment of the present invention will be described
with reference to the drawings.

FIGS. 1 and 2 show the automatic door sensor device
according to the first embodiment of the present invention and
detection areas thereof. The automatic door sensor device 1
according to the present embodiment shown in FIG. 1 is
attached, for example, to the inner-side face and the outer-side
face of a transom (support member) 4 supporting the upper
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end of a sliding automatic door 3 shown in FIG. 2. The device
1 detects an object, so that opening and closing of the auto-
matic door 3 are selectively controlled. The automatic door
sensor devices 1, 1 are connected to a controller 9 of a door
engine (not shown) accommodated within the transom 4.
These two automatic door sensor devices 1, 1 are substan-
tially identical, and therefore, only one of the sensors will be
described in the following. It should be noted that the auto-
matic door sensor device 1 may be attached to only one of the
inner-side and outer-side faces of the transom 4.

The automatic door sensor device 1 is a sensor device
having combined functions. In particular, the sensor device 1
includes an activation sensor 6 and a safety sensor 7. In the
present embodiment, the activation sensor 6 includes a micro-
wave sensor using the Doppler effect while the safety sensor
7 includes an active type infrared (AIR) sensor. The activation
sensor 6 functions as a moving object sensor, and detects the
movement of an object such as a human body in an activation
detection area (moving object detection area) A. Thus, the
activation sensor 6 detects that the object approaches the
automatic door 3, and outputs an instruction signal to the
controller 9 that is necessary to open the automatic door 3. In
the present embodiment, the activation sensor 6 functions as
a detector.

The safety sensor 7 detects the presence of an object such
as a human body in a safety detection area C including a
doorway area C1 which includes at least a portion of an area
B vertically above the door track. That is, the area B is defined
by the path of movement of'the door 3. Thus, the safety sensor
7 detects the presence of the object in the vicinity of the
automatic door 3, and outputs an instruction signal to the
controller 9 that is necessary to open the automatic door 3 to
prevent the object from being jammed in the automatic door
3. The safety detection area C is defined in the vicinity of the
door 3 while the activation detection area A is distant from the
door 3.

As described above, the “doorway area” includes at least a
portion of the area B defined by the path of the door. That is,
the doorway area overlaps the area B. In particular, the door-
way area may cross the area B, or may terminate within the
area B.

FIG. 3 shows the automatic door sensor device 1 according
to the present embodiment. It should be noted, however, that
only components of the automatic door sensor device 1 that
are necessary for the description are illustrated, and the other
components are omitted.

The activation sensor 6 includes an antenna 11 that emits a
radiation wave constituted by a microwave and receives
reflected radiation wave that is reflected by an object or the
like. Thus, the antenna 11 functions as an emitter and a
receiver.

The activation sensor 6 includes a detection signal obtainer
12 that obtains a detection signal from the radiation wave
emitted by the antenna 11 and the reflected wave received by
the antenna 11. More specifically, the frequency of the wave
reflected by the moving object changes owing to the Doppler
effect, and thus the detection signal obtainer 12 obtains a
difference signal (detection signal) S, having a frequency
corresponding to a difference between the frequencies of the
radiation wave and the reflected wave.

The activation sensor 6 also includes an activation detec-
tion determiner 13 in a processing circuit 8. The activation
detection determiner 13 compares the amplitude (magnitude)
AM of'the detection signal S ; obtained by the detection signal
obtainer 12 with a switchable detection signal threshold
AM,,,, and determines that an object is detected in the activa-
tion detection area A (FIG. 2) if the amplitude AM is greater
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6

than the switchable detection signal threshold AM,,, or in
other words, if AM>AM,, is satisfied. Thus, the activation
sensor 6 determines that an object is detected as a result of
detecting an object moving in the activation detection area A
(FIG. 2). In other words, the activation sensor 6 detects the
movement of an object such as a human body, and outputs an
instruction signal to the controller 9 that is necessary to open
the automatic door 3 (FIG. 2).

The safety sensor 7 is provided with a plurality of beam
projector elements 21 (in the present embodiment, first to
third beam projector elements 21a, 215, and 21¢) that project
light beam downward, and a plurality of beam receiver ele-
ments 22 (in the present embodiment, first to third beam
receiver elements 22qa, 22b, and 22c¢) that receive reflected
light beam travelling from below. The safety sensor 7 detects
anobject inthe safety detection area C (in the present embodi-
ment, a group of first to third safety detection area portions
C1, C2, and C3) shown in FIG. 2 by using the beam projector
elements 21 and the beam receiver elements 22 as a whole.
Here, the first safety detection area portion C1 of the safety
detection area C corresponds to a doorway area extending
from the automatic door sensor device 1 toward the door 3,
and crosses the area B on the door track or the path of move-
ment of the door 3.

The safety sensor 7 in FIG. 3 includes a safety detection
determiner 23 in the processing circuit 8 of the automatic door
sensor device 1. The safety detection determiner 23 deter-
mines that an object is detected in the safety detection area C
in FIG. 2, based on the amount of light received by the beam
receiver elements 22 (22a, 22b, and 22c¢), or in other words,
based on the amount of received light with respect to that
when no object is present as a reference. Thus, the safety
detection determiner 23 detects the presence of an object such
as a human body, and outputs an instruction signal to the
controller 9 that is necessary to open the automatic door 3.

The safety sensor 7 includes a doorway area sensor portion
7a in FIG. 3 that detects an object in the doorway area C1 of
the safety detection area C. Thus, the doorway area sensor
portion 74 functions as a doorway area sensor. The doorway
area sensor portion 7a includes the beam projector elements
21 and the beam receiver elements 22, and further includes, in
the processing circuit 8, a doorway area determiner 24 that
determines that an object in the doorway area C1 (FIG. 2) is
detected.

Next, the detection area A will be described below in detail
with reference to FIGS. 4 and 5. It should be noted that for the
sake of convenience of description, only one automatic door
sensor device 1 is shown.

Referring to FIG. 4, when the automatic door sensor device
1 is mounted on the transom 4, the microwave emission
direction is adjusted through a microwave angle adjuster (not
shown), and the direction of the activation detection area A,
within which area the activation sensor 6 detects an object, is
fixed. The activation detection area A can be configured to a
close detection area AA that is close to or overlaps with the
area B on the door track, and also can be configured to a
spaced detection area AB that is spaced apart from the area B
on the door track.

In a conventional automatic door sensor device the close
detection area AA overlapping with the area B on the door
track can be selected as the activation detection area A. In
such a case, the automatic door sensor device may detect the
door that is closing as the movement of an object, and open
the door in order to prevent the object from being jammed in
the door, or in other words, malfunction occurs. In view of
this, with the conventional automatic door sensor device, the
setting of the microwave angle adjuster is restricted such that
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the activation detection area A does not overlap with the area
B on the door track, or in other words, such that the spaced
detection area AB is selected as the activation detection area
A, rather than the close detection area AA.

In contrast, the automatic door sensor device 1 according to
the present embodiment does not pose any limitation on the
overlapping of the normal activation detection area A with the
area B on the door track, and allows the activation detection
area A to be defined so as to include the area B on the door
track. As shown in FIG. 5, the activation detection area A is
switchable. Although the activation detection area A is nor-
mally set to a first activation detection area (first moving
object detection area) A1, when the automatic door 3 is tran-
sitioning from an open position to a closed position, a process
is executed such that the activation detection area A is
switched to a second activation detection area (second mov-
ing object detection area) A2 that is within the first activation
detection area Al. Here, the first activation detection area Al
is allowed to be defined so as to include the area B on the door
track, whereas the second activation detection area A2 is
defined so as not to include the area B on the door track.

To switch between the first activation detection area Al and
the second activation detection area A2, the automatic door
sensor device 1 of the present embodiment further includes an
activation detection area switcher (moving object detection
area changer) 30 in the processing circuit 8 in FIG. 3. When it
is detected, by using the doorway area sensor portion 7a of the
safety sensor 7, that the automatic door 3 in FIG. 5 is transi-
tioning from an open position to a closed position, the acti-
vation detection area switcher 30 switches the activation
detection area A from the first activation detection area Al to
the second activation detection area A2. In the present
embodiment, the activation detection area switcher 30 func-
tions as a detection area changer.

Specifically, when the doorway area sensor portion 7a in
FIG. 2 detects the presence of an object in the doorway area
C1 after a predetermined condition has occurred, it is deter-
mined that the automatic door 3 is transitioning from an open
position to a closed position. The predetermined condition
may be, for example, a condition where the activation sensor
6 detects no movement of an object in the activation detection
area A, and at the same time, the safety sensor 7 detects no
presence of an object in the safety detection area C. The
reason that the predetermined condition is defined in this way
is as follows: a condition where neither of the sensors 6 and 7
detects an object occurs immediately before the automatic
door 3 transitions from an open position to a closed position
after a human body or the like has passed through the door-
way, so that any object detected in the doorway area C1
immediately thereafter is highly likely to be the moving auto-
matic door 3. Even if the doorway area sensor portion 7a
detects an object in the doorway area C1 after the predeter-
mined condition has occurred, the detected object is not rec-
ognized as an object for which opening of the door is required,
and therefore an instruction signal is not outputted to the
controller 9.

The switching of the activation detection area A (FIG. 5) by
the activation detection area switcher 30 in FIG. 3 is per-
formed by the activation detection determiner 13 switching
the detection signal threshold AM,;, used for making compari-
son with the amplitude (magnitude) AM of the detection
signal S,,. The detection signal threshold AM,,, is switchable,
and the activation detection determiner 13 switches the detec-
tion signal threshold AM,,, from a first detection signal thresh-
old AM,,,, to a second detection signal threshold AM,, , thatis
greater than the first detection signal threshold
(AM,;,,<AM,,.,).
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Here, the first activation detection area A1 is the area within
which the activation sensor 6 should normally perform detec-
tion, and the first detection signal threshold AM,,,, is selected
accordingly. The second activation detection area A2 is
within the first activation detection area Al, and preferably
has alargest size of the area that does not overlap with the area
B on the door track. The second detection signal threshold
AM,,,, may be, for example, no greater than twice the first
detection signal threshold AM,,;.

The activation detection area switcher 30 (FIG. 3) returns
the activation detection area A to the first activation detection
area A1 when a predetermined period has elapsed after the
activation detection area A is switched from the first activa-
tion detection area A1 to the second activation detection area
A2. This predetermined period is set to a time during which
the door transitions from an open position to a closed posi-
tion, determined based on the speed of the automatic door 3,
or a time that is slightly longer than that time.

An operation of the automatic door sensor device accord-
ing to the present embodiment will be described with refer-
ence to the flowchart in FIG. 6.

First, the activation detection area A in FIG. 5 is set to the
first activation detection area Al. In particular, the orientation
of the activation detection area A is adjusted by the micro-
wave angle adjuster (not shown) at the time of attachment of
the automatic door sensor device 1, and the detection signal
threshold AM,, is set to the first detection signal threshold
AM,,, (AM,,=AM,,,,) so that the activation detection area A
is set to the first activation detection area Al.

The safety sensor 7 and the activation sensor 6 determine
whether the automatic door 3 is transitioning from an open
position to a closed position. Specifically, first, a condition
determiner (not shown) in the processing circuit 8 in FIG. 3
determines whether the predetermined condition has
occurred, or in other words, it is determined whether a con-
dition has occurred where the activation sensor 6 in FIG. 2
does not detect the movement of an object in the activation
detection area A and the safety sensor 7 does not detect the
presence of an object in the safety detection area C at the same
time (step S1in FIG. 6). It is therefore determined whether the
condition has occurred that can always occur immediately
before the automatic door 3 transitions from an open position
to a closed position.

If it is determined that the predetermined condition has
occurred (“Yes” at step S1 in FIG. 6), the doorway area
determiner 24 then determines whether the doorway area
sensor portion 7a of the safety sensor 7 in FIG. 3 has detected
an object in the doorway area C1 (FIG. 2) (step S2 in FIG. 6).
Specifically, if the amount of light received by the beam
receiver elements 22 that receive the reflected light from the
doorway area C1 (FIG. 2) is greater than the amount of light
received when the automatic door 3 (FIG. 2) is in an open
position, it is determined that an object in the doorway area
C1 (FIG. 2) has been detected. This determination enables the
activation detection area switcher 30 to determine whether
the automatic door 3 is transitioning from an open position to
a closed position.

If it is determined that the doorway area sensor portion 7a
of the safety sensor 7 has detected an object in the doorway
area C1 (FIG. 2) (“Yes” at step S2 in FIG. 6), the activation
detection area switcher 30 sets the second detection signal
threshold AM,,,, as the switchable detection signal threshold
AM,, (AM,,=AM,,,). In particular, the activation detection
area switcher 30 switches the activation detection area A in
FIG. 5 from the first activation detection area A1 to the second
activation detection area A2 by switching the detection signal
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threshold AM,, from the first detection signal threshold
AM,,,, to the second detection signal threshold AM,, , (step S3
in FIG. 6).

After the activation detection area A in FIG. 2 has been
switched to the activation detection area A2 (FIG. 5) that does
not include the area B on the door track in this manner, a
detection process (step S4 in FIG. 6) for opening the door 3 is
executed. In the detection process, upon detection of the
movement of an object in the activation detection area A, the
activation sensor 6 determines that the object is approaching
the automatic door 3, and outputs an instruction signal to the
controller 9 that is necessary to open the automatic door 3.
Upon detection of the presence of an object in the safety
detection area C that includes the doorway area C1 which
includes at least a portion of the area B defined by the path of
the door, the safety sensor 7 determines that an object is
present in the vicinity of the automatic door, and outputs an
instruction signal to the controller 9 that is necessary to open
the automatic door 3 in order to prevent the object from being
jammed in the automatic door 3. Here, since the activation
detection area A has been switched to the activation detection
area A2 (FIG. 5), the closing door 3 will not be erroneously
detected as the movement of an object.

In the case of a condition other than the predetermined
condition, or in other words, when the activation sensor 6 or
the safety sensor 7 detects an object (“No” at step S1 in FIG.
6), this is determined not to be the condition occurring before
the automatic door 3 transitions from an open position to a
closed position. Accordingly, the detection process (step S4
in FIG. 6) is then executed without switching the activation
detection area A. Further, even if neither the activation sensor
6 nor the safety sensor 7 detects an object (“Yes” at step S1 in
FIG. 6), as long as the doorway area sensor portion 7a of the
safety sensor 7 subsequently does not detect an object in the
doorway area C1 (“No” at step S2 in FIG. 6), the automatic
door 3 is determined not to be transitioning from an open
position to a closed position. Accordingly, the detection pro-
cess (step S4 in FIG. 6) is then executed without switching the
activation detection area A.

When a predetermined period has elapsed after the detec-
tion process (step S5 in FIG. 6), or in other words, after the
automatic door 3 has transitioned to a closed position, the
activation detection area switcher 30 (FIG. 3) sets the first
detection signal threshold AM,,,, as the switchable detection
signal threshold AM,, (AM,,=AM,,,), thereby returning the
activation detection area A of the activation sensor 6 from the
second activation detection area A2 to the first activation
detection area A1l if the second activation detection area A2
has been set to as the activation area A. Accordingly, when the
automatic door 3 has transitioned to a closed position, the
activation detection area A is set to the normal activation
detection area Al.

As described thus far, with the automatic door sensor
device according to the present embodiment, it is possible to
prevent the activation sensor 6 from erroneously detecting the
door 3 transitioning from an open position to a closed position
as the movement of an object, despite the fact that the activa-
tion detection area A of the activation sensor 6 is allowed to be
close to or overlap with the area B on the door track.

An automatic door sensor device according to a second
embodiment of the present invention will be described. It
should be noted that components in the present embodiment
that are common to those in the first embodiment are denoted
by the same reference numerals, and the description thereof
will be omitted.

As with the automatic door sensor device 1 according to the
first embodiment shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, an automatic door
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sensor device 1A according to the second embodiment is
attached to one or both of the inner-side face and the outer-
side face of a transom (support member) 4. Although the
automatic door sensor 1A of the present embodiment also
includes an activation sensor 6 and a safety sensor 7A asinthe
first embodiment, the safety sensor 7A has a configuration
different from that in the first embodiment as will be
described below.

As shown in FIG. 7, the safety sensor 7A of the automatic
door sensor device 1A is also provided with a plurality of
beam projector elements 21 (in the present embodiment as
well, first to third beam projector elements 21a, 215, and 21¢)
that project light beam downward, and a plurality of beam
receiver elements 22 (in the present embodiment as well, first
to third beam receiver elements 22a, 225, and 22c¢) that
receive reflected light travelling from below as in the first
embodiment. The safety sensor 7A detects an object in the
safety detection area C shown in FIG. 2 (in the present
embodiment as well, a group of first to third safety detection
area portions C1, C2, and C3) by using the beam projector
elements 21 and the beam receiver elements 22 as a whole. In
the present embodiment as well, the doorway area sensor
portion 7a detects an object in the doorway area C1 which
includes at least a portion of the area B defined by the path of
the door. On the other hand, a sensor portion that detects an
object in an object detection area composed of the safety
detection area portions C2 and C3 of the safety detection area
C, excluding the doorway area C1, functions as an object
detection sensor 7b. In the present embodiment, the object
detection sensor 75 and the activation sensor 6 function as a
detector.

The safety detection determiner 23A of the safety sensor
7A determines that an object is detected in the safety detec-
tion area C (FIG. 2), based on the amount of light received by
the beam receiver elements 22 (22a, 225, and 22¢). A received
light amount change threshold AL A, used to determine that
an object is detected will be described later.

The automatic door sensor device 1A of the present
embodiment includes a detection area changer 31 in the pro-
cessing circuit 8. The detection area changer 31 includes the
activation detection area switcher 30, which have been
described in the first embodiment, and an object detection
sensor sensitivity changer 32. When it is detected, by using
the doorway area sensor portion 7a of the safety sensor 7A,
that the automatic door 3 in FIG. 2 is transitioning from an
open position to a closed position, the detection area includ-
ing the activation detection area A and the object detection
area composed of the safety detection area portions C2 and
C3 are changed.

Specifically, when it is recognized that the automatic door
3 is transitioning from an open position to a closed position,
the activation detection area switcher 30 of the detection area
changer 31 in FIG. 7 switches the activation detection area A
(FIG. 5) from the first activation detection areca Al (FIG. 5) to
the second activation detection area A2 (FIG. 5) as described
in the first embodiment, and the object detection sensor sen-
sitivity changer 32 decreases the detection sensitivity of the
object detection sensor 75.

The movement of the automatic door 3 in FIG. 2 causes the
transom 4 supporting the automatic door 3 to sway, resulting
in fluctuation of in the safety detection area C (FIG. 2) of the
safety sensor 7A and hence fluctuation of the amount of light
received by the beam receiver elements 22 of the safety sensor
7A. To prevent the object detection sensor 75 from determin-
ing that an object is present in the detection area portions C2
or C3 (FIG. 2), the detection sensitivity is decreased. It should
be noted that the detection sensitivity of the doorway area
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sensor 7a that detects an object in the doorway area C1 (FIG.
2) is not decreased since the movement of the automatic door
3 need to be detected and it is necessary to prevent an object
from being jammed by the automatic door 3.

Specifically, the detection sensitivity is decreased by the
object detection sensor sensitivity changer 32 in FIG. 7
switching the received light amount change threshold ALA ,
used by the safety detection determiner 23A for the safety
detection area portions C2 and C3 (FIG. 2) from a first
received light amount change threshold ALA,,,, to a second
received light amount change threshold AL A, , that is greater
than the first received light amount change threshold ALA,,,
(ALA,, <ALA,,,). Here, the received light amount change
threshold ALA,,, is a threshold for difference with respect to
the amount of light received by the beam receiver element 22
in the case where no object is present in the safety detection
area portions C2 nor C3 (FIG. 2) and where the safety sensor
7 A is stationary without swaying of the transom 4 (FIG. 2). If
an increase or decrease of the received light amount exceeds
the threshold ALA,,, the safety detection determiner 23A
determines that an object is present in the safety detection
area portions C2 and/or C3 (FIG. 2).

Thus, in the present embodiment, erroneous detection is
prevented even though detection of an object is temporarily
made to be difficult as a result of the safety detection deter-
miner 23A decreasing the detection sensitivity of the object
detection sensor 75 for the safety detection area portions C2
and C3 (FIG. 2).

It should be noted that the first threshold ALA,,; is small
enough to enable detection of an object such as a human body
in the safety detection area portions C2 and C3 (FIG. 2) while
the second threshold AL A, , is large enough to prevent detec-
tion of the change in the received light amount that results
from the swaying of the transom 4 (FIG. 2) caused by move-
ment of the automatic door 3 (FIG. 2).

The first and second thresholds ALLA,,,, and AL A, ; of the
received light amount change threshold ALLA may have dif-
ferent values for each of the safety detection area portions C2
and C3 (FIG. 2).

The detection area changer 31 switches the activation
detection area A in FIG. 5 from the first activation detection
area A1 to the second activation detection area A2, and at the
same time, decreases the detection sensitivity of the object
detection sensor 76 (FIG. 7) for the safety detection area
portions C2 and C3 (FIG. 2). When the predetermined period
has elapsed thereafter, the detection area changer 31 returns
the detection area A to the first activation detection area Al,
and also returns the detection sensitivity of the object detec-
tion sensor 76 (FIG. 7) to the value before the change.

An operation of the automatic door sensor device accord-
ing to the present embodiment will be described with refer-
ence to the flowchart in FIG. 8.

As in the first embodiment, the activation detection area A
(FIG. 5) is initially set to the first activation detection area Al
(FIG. 5) and the detection sensitivity of the object detection
sensor 75 in F1G. 7 is set to the normal detection sensitivity. In
other words, AM,,=AM,,,, and ALA,=ALA,,, are satisfied.

At steps S1 and S2 (FIG. 8), whether the automatic door 3
(FIG. 2) is transitioning from an open position to a closed
position is determined.

If it is determined that the doorway area sensor portion 7a
of'the safety sensor 7A has detected an object in the doorway
area C1 (FIG. 2) (“Yes” at step S2 in FIG. 8), the activation
detection area switcher 30 reduces the activation detection
area A (FIG. 5) by setting the second detection signal thresh-
old AM,,,, as the switchable detection signal threshold AM,,,
(AM,,=AM,,,,), and the object detection sensor sensitivity
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changer 32 decreases the detection sensitivity of the object
detection sensor 76 by setting the second received light
amount change threshold AL A, , as the received light amount
change threshold ALA,, (ALA,,=ALA,,,) (step SA3 in FIG.
8). Thereafter, the detection process (step S4 in FIG. 8) is
executed.

When the predetermined period has elapsed after the detec-
tion process (step S5 in FIG. 8), or in other words, after the
automatic door 3 has transitioned to a closed position, the
activation detection area switcher 30 returns the activation
detection area A to the first activation detection area Al by
setting the first detection signal threshold AM,,, as the swit-
chable detection signal threshold AM,, (AM,,=AM,,,) if
AM,,=AM,,,, and the detection area changer 31 (FIG. 3)
returns the detection sensitivity of the object detection sensor
7b to the normal sensitivity by setting the first received light
amount change threshold AL A ,,, as the received light amount
change threshold ALA,, of the object detection sensor 7b
(ALA,=ALA,,)ifALA,,=ALA,,,. When the automatic door
3 has turned into a closed position in this manner, the activa-
tion detection area A is returned to the normal activation
detection area Al, and the detection sensitivity of the object
detection sensor 75 is also returned to the normal sensitivity.

As described thus far, with the automatic door sensor
device according to the present embodiment, it is possible to
prevent erroneous detection of the door 3 transitioning from
an open position to a closed position as an object, despite the
fact that normally the activation detection area A of the acti-
vation sensor 6 is allowed to be defined so as to be close to or
overlap with the area B on the door track and that the detection
sensitivity of the object detection sensor 75 is sufficiently
large.

Although the second moving object detection area (second
activation detection area) A2 is within the first moving object
detection area (first activation detection area) Al in the
embodiments described above, the present invention is not
limited thereto as long as the second moving object detection
area A2 is different from the first moving object detection area
Al. More specifically, the second moving object detection
area A2 may partly overlap with the first moving object detec-
tion area Al.

Although the moving object detection area changer (acti-
vation detection area switcher) 30 switches the moving object
detection area (activation detection area) A between two
areas, namely, the first moving object detection area (first
activation detection area) Al and the second moving object
detection area (second activation detection area) A2 in the
embodiments described above, the moving object detection
area (activation detection area) A may be gradually changed
between the first moving object detection area Al and the
second moving object detection area (second activation
detection area) A2.

Although the activation sensor 6 is constituted by a micro-
wave sensor that uses the Doppler effect in the embodiments
described above, it may be any sensor capable of detecting the
movement of an object in the activation detection area. For
example, it is possible to employ an active infrared (AIR)
sensor, an image sensor, a passive infrared (PIR) sensor, or a
microwave sensor of a standing wave radar system.

Although the safety sensor 7 includes three beam projector
elements 21 and three beam receiver elements 22, the safety
sensor 7 may include any number of these elements. Although
the safety sensor 7 is constituted by an active infrared (AIR)
sensor, it may be any sensor capable of detecting an object in
the doorway area. For example, it is possible to employ an
image sensor or a microwave sensor of a standing wave radar
system.
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The detector is constituted by the activation sensor 6 in the
first embodiment, and the detector is composed of the activa-
tion sensor 6 and the object detection sensor 75 in the second
embodiment. Alternatively, however, the detector may be
constituted only by the object detection sensor 74. In that
case, the detection area changer 31 includes only the sensor
sensitivity changer 32. Accordingly, the detection area
changed by the detection area changer 31 is composed only of
the safety detection area portions C2 and C3, and the moving
object detection area A remains to be the first moving object
detection area A1 without being changed.

Although the present invention has been fully described in
connection with the preferred embodiments thereof with ref-
erence to the accompanying drawings which are used only for
the purpose of illustration, those skilled in the art will readily
conceive numerous changes and modifications within the
framework of obviousness upon the reading of the specifica-
tion herein presented of the present invention. Accordingly,
such changes and modifications are, unless they depart from
the scope of the present invention as delivered from the claims
annexed hereto, to be construed as included therein.

REFERENCE NUMERALS

1 (1A): automatic door sensor device

3: door

4: support member

6, 7b: detector

7a: doorway area sensor

31: detection area changer

B: area on door track

C1: doorway area

A, C2, C3: detection area

What is claimed is:

1. An automatic door sensor device that is supported by a
support member and detects an object to control opening and
closing of a door, the device comprising:

a doorway area sensor to detect presence of an object in a
doorway area which includes at least a portion of an area
defined by a path of the door;

a detector to detect presence or movement of an objectin a
changeable detection area; and

adetection area changer to change the detection area when
a determination is made, by using the doorway area
sensor, that the door is transitioning from an open posi-
tion to a closed position,

wherein the detector includes a moving object sensor that
detects movement of an object in a moving object detec-
tion area, and

wherein the detection area changer includes a moving
object detection area changer that changes the moving
object detection area from a first moving object detec-
tion area to a second moving object detection area that is
different from the first moving object detection area
when the determination is made that the door is transi-
tioning from the open position to the closed position, the
first moving object detection area being allowed to be
defined so as to overlap with the area on the path of the
door, and the second moving object detection area being
defined so as not to overlap with the area on the path of
the door.
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2. The automatic door sensor device as claimed in claim 1,

wherein the moving object sensor includes a moving object
detection determiner to compare a magnitude of a detec-
tion signal with a changeable detection signal threshold,
and determines movement of an object in the moving
object detection area if the magnitude of the detection
signal exceeds the changeable detection signal thresh-
old, the moving object detection area of the moving
object sensor being dependent on the changeable detec-
tion signal threshold, and

wherein the moving object detection area changer changes
the moving object detection area from the first moving
object detection area to the second moving object detec-
tion area by switching the changeable detection signal
threshold from a first detection signal threshold to a
second detection signal threshold that is greater than the
first detection signal threshold.

3. The automatic door sensor device as claimed in claim 2,

wherein the moving object sensor further includes:

an emitter to emit a radiation wave;

a receiver to receive a reflected wave from the object irra-
diated with the radiation wave emitted by the emitter;
and

a detection signal obtainer to obtain the detection signal
from the radiation wave emitted by the emitter and the
reflected wave received by the receiver.

4. The automatic door sensor device as claimed in claim 1,

wherein the moving object sensor includes a microwave
sensor that uses Doppler effect.

5. The automatic door sensor device as claimed in claim 1,

wherein the detector includes an object detection sensor
that detects presence of an object in an object detection
area, the object detection sensor being mounted on the
support member, and

wherein the detection area changer includes an object
detection sensor sensitivity changer that changes the
object detection area by decreasing a sensitivity of the
object detection sensor when the determination is made
that the door is transitioning from the open position to
the closed position.

6. The automatic door sensor device as claimed in claim 5,

wherein the object detection sensor includes an infrared
sensor, and the object detection area is defined in a
vicinity of the door.

7. The automatic door sensor device as claimed in claim 1,

wherein, when a predetermined period has elapsed after the
detection area is changed upon determination that the
door is transitioning from the open position to the closed
position, the detection area changer returns the change-
able detection area to the detection area before the
change.

8. The automatic door sensor device as claimed in claim 1,

wherein the determination is made that the door is transi-
tioning from the open position to the closed position
when the doorway area sensor detects presence of an
object in the doorway area after a predetermined condi-
tion has occurred.
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